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This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society  

Mailing Address Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 
Location: 655 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5G2 Website  http://blscs.org 

Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 
Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 

Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  F-411, 3255 Overlander Drive, Kamloops BC V2B 0A5   
Home phone  778 472 2014               E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 

 

Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at <http://web.blscs.org/newsletters> . 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults (16 to 59)  $6     Seniors (60 plus) $4      Youth (6 to 15 years old)  $3        Family $15. 
Children 5 years old or younger) Free 

Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

 
Drop-in Visit Information 

 

What is a Drop-in Visit?    
 
During drop-in times our hands-on rooms are open for visitors to tour at their leisure. The 
rooms have approximately 140 stations of hands-on activities to try. We also have an activity or 
show running Saturdays! 
 
Drop-in Visiting hours 
 
• Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 
• Check Facebook or twitter for the latest information. 
 
For safety purposes we require children under age 16 be accompanied by a minimum number of 
supervising adults: 
 
• For children 4 years old and under, 1 adult per every 3 children is required. 
• For children 5 years old to 9 years old, 1 adult per every 5 children is required. 
• For children 10 years old to 16 years old, 1 adult per 10 children is required. 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is Closed Sundays and Holidays. 
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Shows and Activities, September 2016 
Susan Hammond, Assistant Operator  

 
The BIG Little Science Centre is open year round: Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 4pm 

Full activity information is on the website calendar. The Exploration Room is open 10am to 4pm, with 
over 140 different exhibits to enjoy. 
 

Special shows and activities run at the centre on Saturdays in the school year. 
All activities are included with the standard entry fee, unless otherwise stated. 

  !
Week of August 30 to September 3: Super Static Electricity Show, at 11am & 1:30pm 
An interactive, fun show that introduces static electricity, explores how it works and produces static in many 
ways, including using Van de Graaff generators. Is it time for your science centre hair-do? 
  
Saturday September 10: Awesome Air Pressure Show, at 11am & 1:30pm 
Air provides a force of nature that demands respect; join us for this interactive show to learn why. Watch out for 
falling water. 
  
Saturday September 17: BIG Little Science Centre’s Travel Booth 
                                                Children’s Arts Festival in Riverside Park, 10am to 4pm 
  
Saturday September 17, and Tuesday September 20 to 24, LEGO! Construction Days:  10am to 4pm 
Megablox, MagNext, more! All day long amazing building materials will be out for creative constructions. 
  
Saturday September 24: Motion Make and Take Days, 10am to 4pm 
Using provided designs and materials, make your own rockets, cars and more. Use balloons to make them move 
and take them home to show your friends. Or design your own! 
  
Sunday September 25: BIG Little Science Centre’s Travel Booth 
                                                  World Rivers Day in Riverside Park, from 10 to 4     
Explore the world of pond water using microscopes, hand lenses and all of your senses. 
Discover what the water contains and how it supports an ecosystem of many amazing animals. 
  
Saturday October 1: Sound and Waves Show at 1:30pm 
Discover good vibrations all around us and how they make the sounds we hear, and those we can’t hear. Use 
different instruments, and we do mean DIFFERENT, to make some joyous sounds of your own. 
 
 !

Free Science Lecture Series at the BIG Little Science Centre 
Doors open at 6:30pm, lecture at 7pm. For older children and adults. Refreshments 

served.  
Responsible reptile husbandry and the small pet trade 

Elise Huffman, Rocky’s Reptiles 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

 

FREE ENTRY 
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Balancing a Lever 
 

Teacher Directed Activity. This exercise may be requested at the BIG Little Science Centre. 
 

 
 

Figure 1 
What You Need 
 
1 lever apparatus set (as in Figure 1) 
8 identical 'weights' 
 
What to Do 
 

1. The 'empty' lever should be balanced. It rests on its fulcrum (pivot), so that it does not rotate 
either way.  

 

2. Hang a load (1 'weight') at 4 'distance units' to the right of the pivot. The lever arm is 4 
'distance units'. 
 

3. Balance the lever again by adding a different load (2 'weights') on the left side of the fulcrum. 
Count how many 'distance units' the 2 'weights' are from the pivot. This is the lever arm for 
the left side of the lever. 

 

4.  (a) On the left side of the pivot, multiply the load (in number of 'weights'), by the lever arm     
          (in 'distance units').  Write down the product: 
 

load x lever arm on left side = 2 'weights' x 2 'distance units'  = ______. 
 

(b)  On the right side of the pivot, multiply the load (in number of 'weights') by the lever 
arm, (in 'distance units'). Write down the product: 

 

load x lever arm on right side = 1 'weight' x 4 'distance units'  = _____. 
 

 (c) Compare the two products. Are they the same?  _______________________ 
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5. Try ‘balancing’ the lever with a different combination of loads and lever arms. When the 

lever is balanced, multiply load x lever arm on each side of the pivot. The product is called 
torque. Write down these products: 

 
  Torque on left side = load x lever arm on left side = _____x_____ = __________. 
 
  Torque on right side = load x lever arm on right side = _____x_____ = _________. 
 

6. Try several other possible balancing combinations, and see if you discover a pattern that fits 
all the balancing combinations you tried. Here are a few of the many possible combinations 
you might try: 
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Question 
 
When the lever is ‘balanced’, the loads on each side may be different, and the lever arms may 
be different.  How does the total torque on the left side compare with the total torque on the 
right side? 
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The Pond Near the Fence 
Gordon Gore 

 

 
 

Next to the 7th green at The Dunes Golf Course in Kamloops, is a fish-stocked pond and a fence separating the 
golf course from a farmer's field. I have spent many hours at this spot, watching for photo opportunities with 
local wildlife. The fence is about 200 m from another favourite spot, the osprey nest, summer home of Oscar 
and Oprah. For a variety of reasons, this fence serves as a stopping spot for a wide variety of birds and other 
critters.  
     My prime interest at The Dunes has been the ospreys, these majestic and fascinating 'fish hawks' who arrive 
the first week in April and leave in September after they have raised their young and sent them on their way. 
However, I often set up near the fence, mainly because the ospreys will frequently perch on a fence post and 
watch for fish in the pond. This is where the baby ospreys practice diving for a meal. 

 
 
Left to Right: Oscar, with his plain white chest, Oprah, with a speckled pattern on her chest, and two babies in 
2015, all watching the pond for a fish to appear. 



 8 

Practicing the Dive 
 

 
 

 
This sequence of photos, taken on different occasions, shows what happens as a baby osprey learns how to dive 
for his own meal. I was never successful in capturing a photo of the baby actually catching a fish, but no doubt 
he or she did learn eventually before taking off for a long journey very far south of here. 
 

Variety in the Pond and on the Fence 
 

 
Next to the ospreys, my favourite visitors to the pond near the fence are the blue herons. Standing, they look 
like a crooked walking cane with wings, but in the air they are majestic to watch. The ospreys chase them out of 
their territory, and when you watch the two birds fly the longer wingspan of the heron is quite evident. 
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Some Favourite Photos Taken Recently at the Pond Near the Fence 
 

 
                                               Merganser                                            Cooper's Hawk 

 
                           Eastern Kingbird                             Kingfisher 

 
Pie-Billed Grebe with Fish 

Some day I may create an album featuring photos from the pond near the fence. 
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Comical Critters 
Gordon Gore 

 
 

 
 

"We would like to apply for your guard dog jobs, please!" 
 


